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NDA SPORTS

A Tradition ot Excellence

By Michael Sakoda

Captain Cooper Maloney was named MVP of the D1A Finals match.

Saint Mary’s College took home
the USA Rugby Division 1A Na-
tional Championship in May, as they
defeated defending champion, Life
University, 21-6. While the victory
marks the first national title in school
history, it’s just the latest achievement
in what has been over a decade of ex-
cellence in rugby at the college.

In 2011, the Gaels finished fourth
in the country, losing in the semifi-
nals, and last year, the team was the
runner-up after losing to Life in the
title match.

“Abit of sweet revenge after los-
ing to [Life] last year,” said team cap-
tain Garrett Brewer. “We started out a
bit slow, but our kicker, Dylan Auds-
ley, came up huge, made key plays in
the second half that helped us take the
lead.”

But how does a school of less
than 3,000 students, with a 3-to-2 fe-
male-to-male ratio, build a rugby
team that has been among the top five
teams in the country over the past
seven years?

“The key to our success has been
Tim O’Brien and John Everett,” said
assistant coach Tony Samaniego.
“Since they took over 13 years ago,
they’ve put in a strong platform for
success.”

O’Brien is a former US Eagles
player. He is the director of rugby and
head coach for the Gaels. He has in-
deed changed the culture at Saint
Mary’s since taking over, building a
following he calls, “the best alumni in
collegiate rugby,” and establishing
one of the most consistent programs
over the last 12 years.

“We’ve built a model of trust be-
tween the volunteer coaches, the ath-
letic department and the athletes, and
through that model, we’ve developed
leaders on the team,” said O’Brien.

Among those leaders are the
team’s captains, six All-Americans:

Cooper Maloney, Mike O’Neill,
Kingsley McGowan, Brewer, Joey
Reavey and Nick Schlobohm.

“I’ve always been on an under-
dog team,” said Maloney. “We’re not
the Cal or BYU that’s always praised
for being the best, but we’re right up
there, and it’s great to be on top.”

Maloney was crowned MVP of
the title match. “Being the MVP is an
honor, but it doesn’t mean much,”
said Maloney. “I’m much more proud
to win the national championship
with the team, for the program and the
alumni.”

Maloney was a key component of
the Gaels’ success both on the field
and off.

“[Maloney] set a goal at the
beginning of the season to win
this National Championship,”
said Samaniego. “He really pushed
everybody to buy into the program.”

And the program was strict, with
weight training three times a week
and 6 a.m. daily runs, not to mention
playing the toughest schedule in the
country.

“Our philosophy is to play the
best teams, from colleges, to univer-
sities, even men’s clubs,” said
Samaniego.
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On their way to an 18-1 season
this year, Saint Mary’s faced and de-
feated four of the top men’s club
teams, the Diablo Gaels (107-7), the
Olympic Club (36-29), the Santa
Rosa Men’s Club (57-19) and men’s
club national champions, San Fran-
cisco Golden Gate (60-20), upset No.
1 ranked BYU, and soundly thumped
local rival California.

“It’s been a crazy year, defi-
nitely a humbling experience after
having to sit out in the champi-
onship game,” said McGowan, who
missed 15 months after injuring his
knee early last year. “Getting the
opportunity to contribute this year
was a total 180.”

Both McGowan and Brewer have
been invited to try out for the US Ea-
gles, the American National team, for
a chance to compete in the Rugby
World Cup in London.

And what does the championship
mean to the school?

“It means everything,” said
Samaniego. “It’s great for the school,
the community and the Bay Area, and
it leaves no doubt that the best rugby
is played in Northern California.”

It means rugby has become a tra-
dition at Saint Mary’s.
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Kingsley going for the pass.
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Garrett Brewer leads the SMC offense.

Headed to Nationals

Submitted by Scott Oppelt

From left, back row: Bill McCormack, Scott Oppelt, Paul Barrett, Anders Thorson; Front row: Ed Shaffer, Rudy Her-

nandez, Tom Nolan, Gary Wiedemann; Not pictured: Marty Touminen, Dave Brown, Peter Dave
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he Lafayette Tennis Club’s men’s 40+ 3.0 team Francisco Tennis Club, Napa Country Club, and John-
completed a sweep of local teams to win the son Ranch, the Lafayette team earned a berth in the
Northern California State Sectionals. Defeating San USTA National Championships in October.

Follow us on
Twitter@LamorindaSports
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INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDD HIGH SCHOOL
GAADES 4 — B, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 7 thru July 18 (M -F) TIMES: 1:30 —5:00 P.M.

FEES: $320 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us
or download registration form at campofootball.com

an Hardwood Floors

 New Installation for all types of
hardwood floors
« Sanding
« Staining
« Finishing
« Old Floor Restoration
« Stair Installation

& 415-350-4364

www.ehwfloors.com
License #973918
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Allwork done by fathe 7
son owners- Radi & Boyan

Kyle Davis

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
BRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107
Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 - Danville « CA BRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $1,000,000!
4.375% 14.375% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!
Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500

RATE APR RATE APR
30 Year Fixed | 3.875% 3.925% 4.125% 4.125%
15 Year Fixed | 2.875% 2.935% 3.250% 3.300%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED
PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee
ES)toncdastle

of any kind. This comparison is based solely on
" Land & Home Financial

estimated figures and information available at the
time of production. Interest rate is subject to
borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Lender.






